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PARTENERIATELE ASAT: CONSTRUIND SOLIDARITATE
URBAN-RURAL PENTRU O AGRICULTURA REZILIENTA

ASAT PARTNERSHIPS: BUILDING URBAN-RURAL
SOLIDARITY FOR A RESILIENT AGRICULTURE
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Rezumat. Agricultura Sustinutd de Co-
munitate (in englezd, Community Supported
Agriculture) se bazeaza pe o relatie directa
intre consumatori si agricultori, relatie care
contribuie la crearea unui sistem de hrana
sustenabil. Aceste parteneriate faciliteaza
consumatorilor accesul la alimente ecologice
locale, sanatoase, produse cu grij3, in vreme
ce sustin eforturile agricultorilor de a pastra
o productie locala si de sezon, ce sa le asigure
un venit constant, sa consolideze rolul acesto-
ra de gardieni ai ecosistemului si protectori ai
biodiversitatii, consolidand sansele unei vieti
demne si asigurand recunoasterea si respec-
tul comunitatii.

ASAT este forma sub care s-a dezvoltat in
Romdania cel mai cunoscut demers de agri-
culturd sustinutd de comunitate, centrat pe
productia de legume. Parteneriatele de soli-
daritate ASAT au fost dezvoltate intr-o etapd
pilot la Timisoara, in perioada 2008-2011,
fiind inspirat de modelul francez, intdlnit sub
denumirea AMAP (Association pour le Main-
tien d’'une Agriculture Paysanne).

Incepdnd cu anul 2013 sunt dezvoltate
alte parteneriate ASAT cu sprijinul voluntari-
lor din teritoriile gazdd (promotori ASAT) in
Arad, Bucuresti, Cluj-Napoca, Oradea, Odor-
heiu Secuiesc si Sibiu. Etapa de multiplicare
a fost sustinutd de CRIES-Centrul de Resurse
pentru Initiative Etice si Solidare si Platforma
Europeand URGENCI, urmand ca in anul 2014
sa se infiinteze Asociatia pentru Sustinerea
Agriculturii Tdrdnesti (ASAT), care coordo-

Abstract. Community Supported Agricul-
ture (CSA) is based on a direct connection be-
tween consumers and farmers, which contrib-
utes to the creation of a sustainable food system.
This relationship allows consumers to obtain
local, healthy, carefully produced organic food,
and supports farmers to act as guardians of the
local ecosystems and biodiversity. Also, the CSA
partnerships provide stable incomes to small
farmers, and public recognition of their social
contribution.

ASAT (Association for the Support of Peas-
antry Agriculture) is the first Romanian net-
work of Community Supported Agriculture. The
ASAT solidarity partnerships were developed in
a pilot stage in Timisoara, between 2008 and
2011, being inspired by the French CSA, AMAP
(Association pour le Maintien d’une Agriculture
Paysanne, Association for the Maintenance of
Peasantry Agriculture, in French). Starting with
2013, more ASAT partnerships were developed
with the support of local volunteers in Arad, Bu-
charest, Cluj-Napoca, Oradea, Odorheiu Secui-
esc! and Sibiu. The piloting phase of the initiative
was endorsed by CRIES association (Centre of
Resources for Ethical and Solidarity Initiatives)
and the European Network of CSA, URGENCF. In

! Odorheiu Secuiesc or Székelyudvarhely in
Hungarian is the only town with a population
under 50.000 inhabitants of all mentioned
here (34.257 in 2011). Even so, it has hosted
several ASAT partnerships over time.

2 Visit their website https://urgenci.net/ for
more information on the network.



EcoNoMIE SocIALA, NR. 3/2021

117

neazd dezvoltarea modelului in Romdnia.

Parteneriatele ASAT permit dezvoltarea
unui model alternativ de agriculturd, bazat
pe relatii directe intre consumatori si pro-
ducdtori, pe transparentd, respect si incre-
dere. Astfel, participarea la parteneriatele
ASAT:

e oferd producdtorilor o garantie in
privinta comercializdrii produselor, consu-
matorii incheie un contract cu producdto-
rul pe perioada unui sezon agricol;

e asigurd producdtorului un Pret
Echitabil, care acoperd toate costurile de-
terminate de realizarea productiei si per-
mite un venit sigur pentru producdtori si o
platd decentd a muncii depuse;

e sustinerea in avans a costurilor de
productie - consumatorii pldtesc toamna
un avans, care functioneazd ca un me-
canism de microfinantare pentru micii
producdtori, care sunt exclusi de la siste-
mul conventional de finantare;

e asigurarea culturii de legume, expu-
sd riscurilor specifice productiei naturale
- dacd o parte din legume sunt pierdute
din cauze naturale, consumatorii sustin
financiar aceste pierderi;

e favorizeazd practicile ecologice (fo-
losirea ingrdsdmintelor naturale, absenta
ingrdsdmintelor, a tratamentelor si a pes-
ticidelor de sintezd), favorizeazd biodiver-
sitatea locald si produsele sdndtoase, obti-
nute in ritmul naturii.

Peste 10.000 de consumatori si zeci de
mici producdtori de hrand au participat
pdnd in prezent in ASAT.

Cuvinte cheie: parteneriate de solidari-
tate ASAT, agricultura sustinutd de comuni-
tate, agricultura civicd, economie solidard,
parteneriat urban-rural, agriculturd rezili-
entd, solidaritate, pret echitabil, consum-ac-
tori.

2014, ASAT association was established, to facil-
itate the development of a local network.

ASAT partnerships allow the development of
an alternative model of agriculture, based on di-
rect relations between consumers and produc-
ers, on transparency, respect, and trust. Thus,
through the participation in an ASAT partner-
ships, the parts have valuable mutual gains:

e Zero Waste on farm site or a strong
guarantee regarding the selling of the pro-
duction for the small farmer. Consumers sign
a contract with the producer for a complete
agriculture season, contracting in advance
an equal share of the entire crop.

e qa Fair Price, that covers all the costs
determined by the food production and dis-
tribution, and also aims for a stable decent
income for farmers.

e a microcredit system. There is com-
mon an advance payment in ASAT, offering
thus a microfinance mechanism for the whole
collective garden. In Romania, small farmers
who missed a serious capitalization of their
small hold are commonly excluded by the
conventional financing system.

e sharing the specific risks of an organic
agriculture with a low degree of technology.
When some of the crops are lost due to nat-
ural causes, consumers financially support
these losses and pay the same value of the
contract, provided that the farmer has ful-
filled his obligations.

e favours conversion to organic farming
(use of organic fertilizers and treatments, re-
duction to elimination of synthetic fertilizers,
treatments, and pesticides), favours local bio-
diversity and healthy products, obtained in a
seasonal sustainable farming.

More than 10,000 consumers and dozens of
small food producers have so far participated in
ASAT partnerships.

Keywords: ASAT solidarity partnerships,
community supported agriculture, civic agri-
culture, solidarity economy, urban-rural part-
nership, resilient agriculture, solidarity, fair
price, consumer-actors.
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1. Evolutia agriculturii sustinu-
te de comunitate: peste 50 de ani
de practica in favoarea unui mo-
del de agricultura rezilienta.

Globalizarea accelerata si con-
solidarea unor modele industriale
de productie si distributie alimen-
tara au condus in secolul 20 la o
problematizare larga a riscurilor si
pierderilor implicate. Intensificarea
procesului de urbanizare si-a adus
contributia la fracturarea legaturii
dintre oameni si pamantul care ii
hraneste, iar in a doua parte a seco-
lului trecut s-au cristalizat proiecte
de constructie a unor sisteme ali-
mentare alternative, bazate pe te-
ritorialitate si sezonalitate, In care
proximitatea dintre locul productiei
si lucratorii agricoli, pe de o parte,
si locul de consum si beneficiarii
produselor alimentare, pe de alta
parte, redevine un element-cheie.
In diferite parti ale lumii, au fost im-
plementate varii sisteme locale de
productie si distributie alimentara,
care in mare masura reconecteaza
ferme mici si gospodarii taranesti,
gestionate intr-o maniera respon-
sabila fata de mediu si oameni, cu
consumatorii din localitadtile apro-
piate. Parte a acestei miscari, Agri-
cultura Sustinutda de Comunitate
reprezintd un fenomen recent, care
s-a multiplicat incepand cu anii 70
pe toate continentele si inregistrea-
za o crestere constanta.! La nivelul
anului 2014, in Europa existau cel
putin 4.000 de grupuri de tip ASC,
care implicau peste 465.000 de con-
sumatori si 6.300 de fermieriZ.

! Florean, S., 2018, pp. 45-57.
Z Perényi, Z., Iserte M., Paun G., Vetan M.,
Valeska J., 2016, Introducere.

1. The evolution of Community
Supported Agriculture: over 50
years of practice in favour of a re-
silient farming model

Mainly in the second part of the
20™ century, accelerated globaliza-
tion and the consolidation of in-
dustrial models of food production
and distribution have led to a wide-
spread problematization of the risks
and losses involved. The intensifica-
tion of the urbanization process has
contributed to the fracture of the
connection between people and the
land that feeds them. Collective proj-
ects of alternative food systems are
developed, based on territoriality
and seasonality, in which the prox-
imity between the place of produc-
tion and the agricultural workers,
on the one hand, and the place of
consumption and the beneficiaries
of the food, on the other hand, be-
comes a key element again. In differ-
ent parts of the world, various local
food production and distribution
systems have been implemented,
which largely reconnect small farms
with consumers in the vicinities.
Part of this movement, Communi-
ty-Supported Agriculture is a recent
phenomenon, which has multiplied
since the 1970s on all continents
and is growing steadily.! At the lev-
el of 2014, there were at least 4,000
CSA partnerships in Europe, involv-
ing over 465,000 consumers and
6,300 farmers. 2

The first CSA approach comes
from Japan, where the first Teikei
partnership is inspired by Teruo

! Florean, S., 2018, pp. 45-57.
Z Perényi, Z., Iserte M., Paun G., Vetan M.,
Valeska J., 2016, Introducere.
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Primul demers de ASC provine
din Japonia, unde se lanseaza primul
parteneriat Teikei, inspirate de Teruo
Ichiraku!, filozof si sustindtor al co-
operativelor agricole ecologice, care
a alertat consumatorii de pericolele
substantelor chimice utilizate in agri-
cultura, substante care contamineaza
solul si alimentele. In 1974, mai mul-
te femei din mediul urban, ingrijorate
de lipsa de trasabilitate si siguranta
alimentard, s-au asociat pentru a sus-
tine primul parteneriat dintre consu-
matori si producatori. Aceasta relatie
directa le oferea participantelor ga-
rantia unei hrane sigure si sanadtoase.
Acordurile dintre consumatori si pro-
ducatori sunt numite Teikei, care in-
seamna in japoneza ,a pune fata pro-
ducdtorului pe hrand”.

Asociatia Japoneza de Agricultu-
ra Ecologica defineste Teikei astfel:
,0 idee de a crea un sistem de distri-
butie alternativ, care nu depinde de
piata conventionald. Desi formele de
Teikei variazd, este practic un sistem
de distributie directd. Pentru a-I pune
in practicd, producdtorul/producad-
torii si consumatorul/consumatorii
discutd si au contact direct pentru a
intdri intelegerea reciprocd: ambii
oferd munca si capital pentru a sus-
tine sistemul de distributie. Teikei nu
este doar o idee practicd dar si o filo-
zofie care tinteste sd-i facd pe oameni
sd se gdndeascd prin interactiunea
lor la un mod mai bun de viatd fie ca
producdtor sau ca si consumator.”

In 1978, in Elvetia, apare prima ini-
tiativa din reteaua Les Jardins de Cocag-

1 Teruo Ichiraku este si unul dintre fondatorii
agriculturii ecologice din Japonia.

2 Perényi, Z., Iserte M., Paun G., Vetan M.,
Valeska J., 2016, p.8.

Ichiraku!, a philosopher and sup-
porter of organic farming coopera-
tives, who has warned consumers
about the dangers of chemicals used
in agriculture, soil and food contam-
inants. In 1974, a group of urban
women concerned about the lack of
traceability and food security, who
joined forces to support the first
direct partnership for a clean local
food. Agreements between consum-
ers and producers are called Teikei,
which means “to put the producer’s
face on food” in Japanese.

The Japanese Organic Agriculture
Association defines Teikei as “an
idea to create an alternative distribu-
tion system that does not depend on
the conventional market. Although
Teikei forms vary, it is practically a
direct distribution system. To put it
into practice, the producer (s) and
the consumer (s) discuss and have
direct contact to strengthen mutual
understanding: both provide labour
and capital to support the distribu-
tion system. Teikei is not only a prac-
tical idea but also a philosophy that
aims to make people think through
their interaction about a better way
of life either as a producer or as a
consumer.”?

The first garden of the Les jar-
dins de Cocagne network appeared
in Switzerland in 1978, Community
Supported Agriculture was devel-
oped in the USA and Canada (CSA or
ASC in Quebec) since 1986, and today

! Teruo Ichiraku (1906-1994) was the lider of
the Japanese Organic Agriculture Association
(JOAA), and also one of the most powerful
figures in the movement.

2 Perényi, Z., Iserte M., Paun G., Vetan M.,
Valeska J., 2016, p.8.
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ne, incepand cu 1986 se dezvolta Com-
munity Supported Agriculture in SUA si
Canada (CSA sau ASC in Quebec), iar
astazi diverse modele de ASC sunt in-
registrate in Australia, Noua Zeelandg,
America de Sud, Africa (Mali si Togo) si
China. In Europa, Agricultura Sustinu-
ta de Comunitate este astazi prezenta
in Franta (Association pour le Mainti-
en d'une Agriculture Paysanne), Elve-
tia, Italia (Gruppi di Acquisto Solidale),
Germania, Marea Britanie, Danemarca,
Olanda, Belgia (Voedselteams), Portu-
galia (Reciproco), Romania (Asociatia
pentru Sustinerea Agriculturii Tard-
nesti) Ungaria si Rusia. Din primul de-
ceniu al secolului 21, miscarea pentru
Agricultura Sustinuta de Comunitate
este organizata la nivel international
sub forma retelei URCENCI.!

2. Dezvoltarea parteneriatelor
ASAT in Romania:

In Romania, Agricultura Sustinu-
ta de Comunitate s-a dezvoltat sub
forma parteneriatelor ASAT - Aso-
ciatia pentru Sustinerea Agriculturii
Taranesti, inspirate dupa modelul
francez AMAP.

In cadrul unui schimb de expe-
rientd, organizat in 2007, In cadrul
proiectului Timisoara, teritoriu de
co-responsabilitate, coordonat de
Consiliul Europei, au avutloc primele
prezentdri in Romania ale modelului
AMAP. Acestea au fost organizate In
Timisoara, Targu Mures si Sibiu. Pre-
zentarea si explicitarea modelului au
fost realizate de catre Denise Vuillon,

! URGENCI este reteaua internationald a
parteneriatelor de Agricultura Sustinuta de
Comunitate, formata in 2008, avand in pre-
zent sediul administrativ in Franta. Mai multe
informatii la https://urgenci.net/our-network/.

various models of CSA are registered
in Australia, New Zealand, South
America, Africa (Mali and Togo) and
China. In Europe, Community Sup-
ported Agriculture is now present
in France (Association pour le Main-
tien d’une Agriculture Paysanne),
Switzerland, Italy (Gruppi di Acquis-
to Solidale), Germany, Great Britain,
Denmark, the Netherlands, Belgium
(Voedselteams), Portugal (Reciproco),
Romania (ASAT) Hungary and Rus-
sia. Since the first decade of the 21st
century, the Community Supported
Agriculture movement has been or-
ganized internationally in the form of
the URCENCI network. !

2. Development of ASAT part-
nerships in Romania:

In Romania, Community Support-
ed Agriculture has developed in the
form of ASAT partnerships, inspired
by the French model of AMAP. In
2007, during an exchange of expe-
rience facilitated by the Council of
Europe’s project Timisoara, a ter-
ritory of co-responsibility, the
first public presentations in Roma-
nia of the AMAP model took place.
These were organized in Timisoara,
Targu Mures and Sibiu. Denise Vuil-
lon, French pioneer of Community
Supported Agriculture, and several
representatives of the URGENCI net-
work, travelled to different towns
in Romania, to present the AMAP
initiative in Timisoara, Targu Mures

! URGENCI is the international network of
Community Supported Agriculture establi-
shed in 2008, currently having its adminis-
trative headquarters in France. For further
information, please access https://urgenci.net/
our-network/.
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pionera franceza a Agriculturii Susti-
nute de Comunitate si mai multi re-
prezentanti ai Retelei URGENCI, care
devine partener pentru dezvoltarea
modelului in Romania.

Parteneriatele de solidaritate ASAT
au fost dezvoltate Intr-o etapa pilot la
Timisoara, in perioada 2008-2011, cu
sprijinul Asociatiei CRIES-Centrul de
Resurse pentru Initiative Etice si Soli-
dare. In perioada de pilotare, s-a asi-
gurat testarea si adaptarea modelului
la contextul din Romania, pastrand
insa toate principiile de solidaritate
care 1l fundamenteaza.

,Desi ASAT datoreazd modelului
francez, AMAP filozofia si primul elan
pentru punerea in practicd a partene-
riatelor de solidaritate pentru hrand
sdndtoasa si locald, sunt mai multe
diferente intre evolutiile celor doud
initiative. Desigur, acestea sunt co-
relate cu particularitdtile celor doud
societdti, starea agriculturii tdrd-
nesti, tipurile prezente de mobilizare
sociald, nivelul de constientizare pu-
blica asupra problemelor sistemului
alimentar agroindustrial, experienta
miscdrilor de consumatori sau gradul
de democratizare a societdtii. Dacd in
Franta un parteneriat AMAP este cre-
at la initiativa producdtorului agricol,
confruntat cu marginalizarea econo-
micd si competitia devastatoare cu
hrana-marfd, in Romania parteneria-
tele ASAT s-au dezvoltat si au evoluat
datoritd eforturilor de mobilizare ale
consumatorilor, care si-au asumat si
rolul de promotori ai modelului.”*

Tncepénd cu anul 2013, partene-
riatele ASAT au fost dezvoltate si in
alte orase din Romania (Arad, Bucu-

! Florean, S., 2018, p. 54.

and Sibiu. Between 2008-2011, the
ASAT solidarity partnerships were
developed in a pilot phase in Timiso-
ara, with the support of CRIES As-
sociation (Centre of Resources for
Ethical and Solidarity Initiatives).
During the piloting period, the test-
ing and adaptation of the model to
the Romanian context was ensured,
while maintaining all the principles
of solidarity that underlie it.

“Although ASAT owes to the French
model, AMAF the philosophy and the
first impetus for the implementation of
solidarity partnerships for healthy and
local food, there are several differenc-
es between the evolutions of the two
initiatives. Of course, these are cor-
related with the particularities of the
two societies, the state of peasantry
agriculture, the present types of social
mobilization, the level of public aware-
ness of the problems of the agro-in-
dustrial food system, the experience of
consumer movements or the degree of
democratization of society. If in France
an AMAP partnership is created at the
initiative of the agricultural producer,
facing economic marginalization and
devastating competition with agro-in-
dustrial sector, in Romania ASAT part-
nerships have developed and evolved
due to consumer mobilization efforts,
which have also assumed the role of
model promoters.”

Starting with 2013, ASAT part-
nerships have been developed in
other cities in Romania (Arad, Bu-
charest, Cluj, Oradea, Odorheiu Se-
cuiesc, Sibiu), depending on the
ability to arouse interest and engage
consumers-volunteers to manage

! Florean, S., 2018, p. 54.
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resti, Cluj, Oradea, Odorheiu Secu-
iesc, Sibiu), in functie de capacita-
tea de a trezi interes si de a angrena
consumatori- voluntari pentru ges-
tiunea parteneriatelor. PAna in 2021,
in reteaua ASAT au fost implicati 21
de producatori de legume, dintre
care 11, femei. 2.255 de familii de
consumatori au semnat contracte
cu producatori ASAT, implicand un
numadr aproximativ 10.000 de per-
soane care au beneficiat de legu-
me si alte produse complementare,
distribuite direct in reteaua ASAT.
Consum-actorii implicati in reteaua
ASAT au contractat un numar total
de 71.718 cosuri de legume.

3. Carta ASAT si principii de
functionare:

Parteneriatele de agricultura sus-
tinuta de comunitate pot lua forme
diferite, dar toate impartasesc 4 ca-
racteristici esentiale.

1. Parteneriatul: agricultura susti-
nuta de comunitate se bazeaza pe un
parteneriat direct, formalizat de obicei
intr-un contract individual, intre con-
sumatori si producatori, caracterizat
de angajament reciproc. Angajamentul
se incheie cel putin pentru un an.

2. Dimensiunea locala: miscarea
de agricultura sustinuta de comuni-
tate este orientata catre transforma-
rea productiei si a distributiei hranei
intr-un proces local.

3. Solidaritatea: agricultura sus-
tinuta de comunitate se bazeaza pe
solidaritatea dintre producatori si
grupurile de sustinatori si implica:

- Impartirea riscurilor si benefici-
ilor agriculturii de mici dimensi-
uni adaptate la conditiile natura-
le locale, practici prietenoase cu

partnerships. By 2021, 21 vegetable
producers were involved in the ASAT
network, of which 11 were wom-
en. 2,255 consumer families have
signed contracts with ASAT produc-
ers, involving approximately 10,000
people who have benefited from
vegetables and other complementa-
ry products, distributed directly in
the ASAT network. Consumer actors
involved in the ASAT network have
contracted a total of 71,718 baskets
of vegetables.

3. ASAT Charter and operating
principles:

Community-supported  farming
partnerships can take many forms, but
they all share 4 key features.

1. Partnership: Community sup-
ported agriculture is based on a direct
partnership, usually formalized in
an individual contract, between con-
sumers and producers, characterized
by mutual commitment. The commit-
ment is for at least one year or one
complete agricultural season (from
springtime to winter).

2. The local dimension: the com-
munity supported agricultural move-
ment is geared towards transforming
food production and distribution into
alocal process.

3. Solidarity: Community support-
ed agriculture is based on solidari-
ty between producers and support
groups and involves:

- sharing the risks and benefits of
small-scale agriculture adapted to
local natural conditions, environ-
mentally friendly practices, and
the natural and cultural heritage of
the place.

- afair remuneration for the labour, in
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mediul si mostenirea naturala si

culturala a locului;

- o renumeratie echitabila pentru
producdtor pentru a-i garanta o
viata demna.

4. Tandemul producator-con-
sumator este un alt element cheie
in agricultura sustinuta
de comunitate, insemnand ca par-
teneriatele sunt bazate pe o relatie
directa, personala.

Un parteneriat ASAT este un an-
gajament reciproc In care oamenii
beneficiaza in mod egal si integral
de recolta de pe o anumita suprafata
cultivata de agricultor in conditii de
transparenta. Din perspectiva parti-
ciparii intr-un efort colectiv de co-
eziune sociald, este un angajament
din partea unui grup de cetateni
pentru a sustine o gospodarie agri-
cola printr-o retribuire echitabila si
corecta a muncii micului producator
agricol, care garanteaza o productie
naturala sau organica.

Parteneriatele ASAT reprezinta
totodata o forma de cooperare intre
cetdteni din mediul urban si rural in
vederea cresterii accesului la hrana
sanatoasa si produsa local, in conditii
de transparenta. Adesea micii produ-
catori locali implicati in agricultura de
semi-subzistenta traiescla limita sara-
ciei si suporta diverse forme de mar-
ginalizare socio-economica. Cu toate
ca nu toti sunt recunoscuti in statis-
ticile oficiale referitoare la persoane
dezavantajate, cresterea fenomenului
de saracie In rural este evidentd, cu
urmari foarte mari pe diferite paliere:
migratie circulara a fortei de muncg,
neglijarea copiilor de catre parintii
nevoiti sa lucreze peste hotare, aban-
don scolar, imbatranirea accentuata

order to guarantee a dignified life.

4. The producer-consumer tan-
dem is another key element in sus-
tainable agriculture

community, meaning that part-
nerships are based on a direct, per-
sonal relationship.

An ideal ASAT partnership is a
mutual commitment in which peo-
ple benefit equally and fully from the
harvest on a given area cultivated by
the farmer in a transparent manner.
From the perspective of participat-
ing in a collective effort of social
cohesion, it is a commitment on the
part of a group of citizens to support
a farm by a fair and equitable remu-
neration for the work of the small
agricultural producer(s) and sea-
sonal workers, under the conditions
of a traditional or organic farming.

ASAT partnerships are also a form
of cooperation between urban and
rural citizens in order to increase ac-
cess to healthy and locally produced
food, in conditions of transparency.
Often small local producers involved
in semi-subsistence farming live on
the brink of poverty and endure var-
ious forms of socio-economic mar-
ginalization. Although not all of them
are recognized in official statistics on
disadvantaged people, the increase
of poverty is a present phenomenon
in underdeveloped rural areas, with
far-reaching consequences at various
levels: dependence on circular labour
migration for seasonal work in west-
ern EU countries, neglect of children
education and welfare, school drop-
out, the accentuated aging of the pop-
ulation, the decrease of the number of
socially insured persons.
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a populatiei, scaderea numarului de
persoane asigurate social s.a.

4. Contributia parteneriatelor
ASAT la dezvoltarea durabila:

Dezvoltarea parteneriatelor de
solidaritate ASAT asigura accesul la
hrana de calitate, de sezon, produsa
in proximitate, facilitand tranzitia ca-
tre un model de agricultura durabila:

e  oferd producdtorilor o garantie
in privinta comercializdrii produselor,
consumatorii incheind un angajament

de achizitie pe durata unui an agricol.
Aceasta garantie ofera siguranta

agricultorului, ea sau el nefiind pre-
ocupat/a de accesarea unei piete tot
mai refractare micilor producatori.
In plus, este o masura de reducere a
risipei alimentare, fiind vorba des-
pre o valorificare integrala a recoltei
planificate in parteneriat.

e oferd consumatorilor acces la
legume proaspete de sezon, cultivate
in ritm natural, fdrd aport de sub-
stante chimice, respectdnd standarde

de agriculturd organicd.
Accesul la produse din agricultura

ecologica este Inca dificil pe piata din
Romania, iar produsele disponibile
sunt mai degraba produse procesa-
te sau soiuri selectate in principal
pentru trasaturi economice, iar nu
nutritive (rezistenta la transport pe
distante mari, prezervarea aspectu-
lui in conditii de expunere indelun-
gata in magazin s.a.). ASAT a reusit
sa stimuleze o emulatie interna ce a
dus la lansarea a numeroase scheme
alternative de distributie alimentara
in diverse regiuni ale tarii.

e reduce timpul pentru vdnza-
rea produselor, producdtorii_distri-
buind produsele intr-o singurd zi din

4. The contribution of ASAT
partnerships to sustainable deve-
lopment

The development of ASAT soli-
darity partnerships ensures access
to quality, seasonal, locally produced
food, facilitating the transition to a
sustainable farming model:

* provides producers with a guar-
antee regarding the marketing of the
products, consumers concluding a
purchase commitment for an entire
agricultural season.

This guarantee provides securi-
ty for the farmer, as he or she is not
concerned about accessing an in-
creasingly refractory conventional
market for small producers. In addi-
tion, it is a measure to reduce food
waste, assuring a full distribution of
the harvest planned in partnership
(including overproduction).

* offers consumers access to fresh
seasonal vegetables, grown in a natu-
ral pace, respecting the standards of
organic farming.

Access to products from organic
farming is still difficult on the Roma-
nian market, and the available prod-
ucts are rather processed products
or varieties selected mainly for eco-
nomic and not nutritious features (re-
sistance to long-distance transport,
preservation of appearance in condi-
tions of long exposure in store etc.).

e reduces the time for selling, the
farmers distributing the goods in one
day of the week, at a set time interval,
the products reaching the consum-
ers in the shortest time, in collective
distributions, where each consumer
meets directly with the small farmer
or the small holder.

Direct relationship, collective dis-
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sdptdmdnd, la un interval orar sta-
bilit, produsele ajungdnd in cel mai
scurt timp la consumatori, in cadrul
unor distributii colective, unde fieca-
re consumator se intdlneste direct cu
micii producdtori agricoli.

Relatia directa, distributia colec-
tiva si partajarea egala a costurilor si
beneficiilor pentru consumatori re-
prezinta trasaturi esentiale ale parte-
neriatelor de solidaritate pentru hra-
na locala de calitate. Micul producator
agricol nu este comerciant, ci el are o
relatie stransa de cooperare cu grupul
de consumatori responsabili pentru
care cultiva gradinile in sistem ASAT.
Comunicarea directa si intalnirile sap-
tamanale In cadrul distributiilor de
cosuri asigura transparenta si incre-
derea necesare unei relatii de durata.

e asigurd producdtorului un pret
echitabil, care acoperd toate costurile
determinate de realizarea productiei si
permite un venit sigur pentru producd-

tori si o platd decentd a muncii depuse.
Mecanismul de calcul al retributi-

ei muncii in ASAT este transparent si
obiectiv, fiind corelat cu munca depu-
s4, iar nu cu cantitatea de produse re-
coltate. Datorita variatiilor climaterice
si a unor factori ce nu tin de produca-
torii agricoli, In fiecare an cantitatile
recoltate variaza fata de planificarea
realizata la sfarsitul sezonului anteri-
or, dar valoarea contractului de par-
teneriat este fixa. Astfel, se respecta
principiul unei plati corecte a muncii
depuse, la un nivel care sa asigure
conditiile unei vieti decente pentru
lucratorii implicati in productie.

e sustine agricultura locald eco-

logicd si conservarea biodiversitdtii.
Practicile de agro-ecologie in

ASAT sunt implementate treptat, in-

tribution and equal sharing of costs
and benefits for consumers are key
features of solidarity partnerships
for quality local food. The small ag-
ricultural producer is not a trader,
but he has a close cooperation rela-
tionship with the group of responsi-
ble consumers for whom he works
the land in the ASAT system. Direct
communication and weekly basket
distribution meetings ensure the
transparency and trust needed for a
lasting relationship.

e provides the producer with a fair
price, which covers all costs incurred
in carrying out production and allows
a secure income for producers and a
decent payment for the work done.

The mechanism for calculating
the remuneration of work in ASAT
is transparent and neutral, being
correlated with the work estimated
to be submitted, and not with the
quantity of products harvested. Due
to climatic variations and non-agri-
cultural factors, the quantities har-
vested each year vary from the plan-
ning made at the end of the previous
season, but the value of the partner-
ship contract s fixed. Thus, the prin-
ciple of a fair payment of the work
submitted is respected, at a level
that ensures the conditions of a de-
cent life for the workers involved in
production.

e supports local organic farming
and biodiversity conservation.

The agro-ecology practices in
ASAT are implemented gradually, at
a pace agreed in each partnership.
Consumers are the ones who apply a
system of participatory guarantee of
these practices, through visits to the
household and observation of food
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tr-un ritm agreat in fiecare parteneri-
at. Consumatorii sunt cei care aplica
un sistem de garantare participativa
a acestor practici, prin vizite la gos-
podarie si observarea calitatii produ-
selor alimentare. Conservarea biodi-
versitatii se face odata prin practici
agricole responsabile fata de mediu,
iar apoi prin cultivarea unor soiuri
traditionale de legume si fructe.

5. Concluzii:

Functionarea parteneriatelor ASAT
are impact nu numai la nivel individu-
al ci si la nivel comunitar. Rolul edu-
cativ pe care 1l joaca acest model de
dezvoltare alternativa {i completeaza
importanta socio-economica. Desi,
la momentul actual, parteneriatele
de solidaritate ASAT reprezinta unul
dintre cele mai solicitante modele de
dezvoltare alternativa in domeniul
agricol din Romania, relevanta sa este
notabild si un numar tot mai ridicat
de persoane sunt interesate de functi-
onarea si implementarea sa.
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quality. Biodiversity conservation
is done once by environmentally re-
sponsible agricultural practices, and
then by cultivating traditional vari-
eties of vegetables and fruits.

5. Conclusions:

The functioning of ASAT part-
nerships has an impact not only at
the individual level but also at the
community level. The educational
role that this model of alternative
development plays completes its so-
cio-economic importance. Although,
at present, the ASAT solidarity part-
nerships represent one of the most
demanding models of alternative
development in the agricultural
field in Romania, its relevance is no-
table, and an increasing number of
people are interested in its function-
ing and implementation. We note
the importance of emulation ASAT
has managed to stimulate in last de-
cade at national scale, leading to the
launch of numerous alternative food
distribution schemes in various re-
gions of the country.
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