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Rezumat. Biserica Ortodoxa are o traditie
indelungata si in Romania de implicare filantro-
picd, modele de economie sociala fiind regasite
in cadrul manastirilor ortodoxe, unde se imbi-
nau activitatile economice cu ajutorarea saraci-
lor si a celor bolnavi inca din sec. XVII in Tarile
Romane si in Transilvania din sec. XIX. Con-
sideram ca se poate face mai mult, ca Biserica
poate adopta si se poate implica si in domeniul
economiei sociale si al intreprinderilor socia-
le, spre ajutorarea si prosperitatea materiala si
spirituala a tuturor persoanelor si comunitatilor
locale. Economia sociald reprezintd un pilon im-
portant in contextul necesitatii reducerii dispa-
ritatilor sociale dintre state, regiuni, comunitati
si persoane. Combinarea politicilor sociale, de
dezvoltare economicad si a politicilor privind pia-
ta muncii reprezintd o inovatie de proportii pen-
tru societatea romdneasca Si pentru institutiile
din cadrul Bisericii. Intreprinderile de economie
sociala contribuie si la remodelarea sistemului
economic global, prin includerea pe piata fortei
de munca a persoanelor aflate in somaj, promo-
varea dialogului, oferirea de sprijin suplimentar
si crearea unor noi aliante, oferirea de modele
pentru alti operatori economici si ONG-uri.

Termeni-cheie: Biserica Ortodoxa Romdnd,
economie sociald, intreprinderi de sociala, piata
muncii, profit.

Abstract. The Orthodox Church has a long
tradition in Romania for social philanthropy,
models of social economy being found in Or-
thodox monasteries, where economic activities
were combined with the help of the poor and
sick since 17th century. The Romanian Ortho-
dox Church can adopt and get involved in the
field of social economy and social enterprises,
to help for material and spiritual prosperity of
all people and local communities. The social
economy is an important pillar in the context
of the need to reduce social disparities between
states, regions, communities and individuals.
The combination of social policies, economic
development and labor market policies is a ma-
Jjor innovation for Romanian society and Ro-
manian Orthodox Church. Social economy en-
terprises can contribute to reshaping the global
economy system, by including the unemployed
in the labor market, promoting dialogue, pro-
viding additional support and creating new
alliances, providing models for other economic
operators and NGOs.

Key terms: Romanian Orthodox Church,
social economy, social economy enterprises,
labor market, profit.
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Crestinismul celebreaza demnitatea
fundamentald a omului drept ,,chip al
lui Dumnezeu” si incununare a Creati-
ei divine. Toti oamenii sunt considerati
frati si egali In virtutea acestui fapt, si
cu atat mai mult dupa intruparea Fiu-
lui lui Dumnezeu. In acest sens, funda-
mentul filantropiei crestine se gaseste
in antropologia crestina.

Compasiunea fatd de bolnavi, saraci,
nevoiasi este o tema recurentd a Evan-
gheliilor, si preocuparea pentru Ingrijirea
acestora a fost asumatd inca de timpu-
riu de catre membrii Bisericii crestine si
aceasta expresie a imperativului ajutora-
rii celor in nevoi s-a institutionalizat inca
din primele secole ale crestinismului.

Biserica are o traditie Indelungata si
in Roménia de implicare filantropica,
modele de economie sociald se regasesc
in cadrul manastirilor ortodoxe, unde se
imbinau activititile economice cu ajuto-
rarea sdracilor si a celor bolnavi — Bolni-
ta de la Manastirea Dragomirna (1605),
Manastirea si Spitalul Coltea din Bucu-
resti (1695), Ménastirea si Spitalul Pan-
telimon din Bucuresti (1735), Manastirea
si Spitalul Sfantul Spiridon Tasi (1753)).
In Transilvania, institutii caritabile orto-
doxe incep sa se dezvolte in secolul al
XIX-lea, indeosebi din vremea mitro-
politului Andrei Saguna, care creeaza el
insusi mai multe fundatii de binefacere.

Unele asociatii ortodoxe, functio-
nand cu binecuvantarea Bisericii, pre-
cum Societatea Nationald a Femeilor
Ortodoxe, Infiintata in 1876, si-au asu-
mat drept sarcina crearea de biblioteci
populare, institutii educative (indeosebi
institute pentru fete, insa si scoli de ba-
ietl) si de binefacere — cantine pentru
saraci, gradinite pentru copiii fara posi-
bilitati, burse pentru sprijinirea elevilor
saraci, camine pentru refugiati, Insa ul-
terior si farmacii i spitale.

Christianity fundamental celebrates
the dignity of man as the “image of
God” and “crown” of the Divine Cre-
ation of our Planet. All men are con-
sidered brothers and sisters and equals
especially after the incarnation of the
Son of God — Our Lord Jesus Christ
on Earth. In this sense, the foundation
of Christian philanthropy is found in
Christian anthropology, in divine and
merciful Love of God for all people.

Compassion for the sick, the poor,
the needy is a recurring theme in the
Gospels, and concern for their care has
been assumed by early members of the
Christian Church, and this expression
of the imperative to help those in need
has been institutionalized since the first
centuries of Christianity until today.

The Church in Romania has a long
tradition of philanthropic involvement,
models of social economy are found in
Orthodox monasteries, where econom-
ic activities were combined with the
help of the poor and sick - Dragomir-
na Monastery Hospital (1605), Coltea
Monastery and Hospital in Bucharest
(1695), “Sfantul Pantelimon” Monas-
tery and Hospital in Bucharest (1735),
“Sfantul Spiridon” Monastery and Hos-
pital in Iasi (1753)). In Transylvania,
Orthodox charities began to develop in
the 19th century, especially in the time
of Metropolitan Andrei Saguna, who
himself created several charitable foun-
dations.!

Some Orthodox associations, oper-
ating with the blessing of the Church,
such as Societatea Nationala a Femeilor
Ortodoxe (the National Society of Or-

! https://www.historia.ro/sectiune/
portret/articol/mitropolitul-andrei-sa-
guna-un-luptator-pentru-cauza-romani-
lor-din-ardeal
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Dupa primul Razboi Mondial, in
care Romania a avut pierderi umane
foarte mari, un rol important l-au avut
orfelinatele si institutiile menite sa-i
sprijine pe invalizii de razboi si pe orfa-
nii de razboi si familiile acestora.

Alte organizatii, precum Oastea Dom-
nului, au desfasurat la randul lor o serie de
activitati sociale, organizand cantine pen-
tru saraci, scoli profesionale .a. Aceasta a
organizat totodatd o campanie impotriva
alcoolismului si a fumatului care a avut
un impact semnificativ in epoca. Fratia
Ortodoxa Romana a desfasurat si ea o se-
rie de societati de binefacere.

Indeosebi in perioada interbelica,
activitatile sociale si caritabile ale Bi-
sericii au luat amploare. Astfel, in 1936
functionau 50 de unitati de asistenta so-
ciala de stat §i 471 apartinand Bisericii'.

Activitatile asociatiilor si fundatiilor
caritabile si de educatie ale tuturor cul-
telor din Romaénia au fost intrerupte in
timpul regimului comunist. Singurele
forme de asistentd a saracilor care au
supravietuit au fost organizarea de co-
lecte pentru sprijinirea victimelor cala-
mitatilor naturale sau ajutorarea directa
a saracilor, in parohii.

Dupa 1989, Biserica si asociatiile
apropiate acesteia au rendscut, nsa,
odata cu caderea comunismului, Bise-
rica Ortodoxa s-a (re)gasit In situatia de
a se confrunta cu o serie de probleme
noi, pe care le intdmpind si permanent
se reinventeaza astazi si se adapteaza la
noua realitate a economiei sociale, prin-
tr-un stil nou, proaspat si solid.

Amintim aici Asociatia “’Pro Vita” de

! lonut Mihai Oprea, Asistenta sociald comu-
nitard. Rolul Bisericii in dezvoltarea servi-
ciilor de asistenta socialda, Teza de doctorat,
Facultatea de Sociologie si Asistenta Sociala,
Universitatea din Bucuresti, 2007, p. 101.

thodox Women), established in 1876
and reactivated in 1910, have taken
on the task of creating popular librar-
ies, educational institutions (especially
girls ‘institutes, but also boys’ schools)
and charity-canteens. for the poor, kin-
dergartens for children without oppor-
tunities, scholarships to support poor
students, shelters for refugees, but later
also pharmacies and hospitals.'

After the First World War, in which
Romania had very high human losses,
an important role was played by or-
phanages and institutions meant to sup-
port war invalids and war orphans and
their families.

Other organizations, such as the
Oastea Domnului?, also carried out
a series of social activities, organiz-
ing canteens for the poor, vocational
schools, etc. It also organized a cam-
paign against alcoholism and smoking
that had a significant impact at the time.

Especially in the interwar period, the
social and charitable activities of the
Church increased. Thus, in 1936, there
were 50 state social assistance units and
471 belonging to the Church.

The activities of charitable and ed-
ucational associations and foundations
of all cults in Romania were interrupted
during the communist regime. The only
forms of assistance to the surviving
poor were the organization of collec-
tions to support victims of natural dis-
asters or direct aid to the poor in local
parishes.

After 1989, the Church and its close

! https://limbaromana.org/revista/dimensiu-
nea-ortodoxa-a-societatii-ortodoxe-nationa-
le-a-femeilor-romane/

? https://oasteadomnului.ro/scurt-istoric/
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la Valea Plopului, condusa de parintele
Nicolae Tanase, care gazduieste sute de
copii abandonati sau orfani, de Aseza-
mantul social pentru copii Sfantul Leon-
tie de la Radauti”, de Fundatia pentru
copii ,,Sfantul Sava“ de la Buzau si in
special de Federatia Filantropia a Patri-
arhiel Romane, care aduna sub umbrela
22 dintre cele mai active Asociatii si Fun-
datii din Patriarhia Romana, conlucreaza
in sprijinirea Bisericii, in lucrarea ei so-
cial-filantropica pentru oameni $i comu-
nitatile lor, in spiritul invataturii crestine'.

Dar consideram ca se poate face
mai mult, ca Biserica poate adopta si se
poate implica si in domeniul economi-
ei sociale si al intreprinderilor sociale,
spre ajutorarea si prosperitatea materi-
ala si spirituala a tuturor persoanelor
si comunitatilor locale .

Economia sociala reprezintd un pilon
important in contextul necesitatii redu-
cerii disparitatilor sociale dintre state,
regiuni, comunitati si persoane. Suntem
cu totii de acord ca activitatile economi-
ce trebuie s se desfasoare intr-un cadru
moral holistic: onestitate si responsabi-
litate, respect pentru demnitatea umana,
corectitudine, precum si o viziune pentru
dezvoltarea integrala si autentica a indi-
vizilor si a comunitatilor, care s mearga
dincolo de profiturile materiale.

Din cadrul intreprinderilor de eco-
nomie sociald fac parte: societitile co-
operative de gradul I, cooperativele de
credit, asociatiile, fundatiile, case de
ajutor reciproc ale salariatilor sau ale
pensionarilor, societatile agricole, dar
si alte categorii de persoane juridice de
drept privat, care demonstreaza si care
desfasoara o activitate cu rol social pot
deveni intreprinderi sociale prin obtine-

! https://federatia-filantropia.ro/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2020/08/Raport-anu-
al-2019.pdf

associations were reborn, but with
the fall of communism, the Orthodox
Church (re)found itself in the situation
of facing a series of new problems,
which it encounters and constantly rein-
vents itself today and adapts to the new
reality of the social economy, through a
new, fresh and solid style.

We mention here the “Pro Vita” As-
sociation from Valea Plopului, led by
Father Nicolae Tanase, which hosts hun-
dreds of abandoned or orphaned children,
the “Sfantul Leontie de la Radauti” So-
cial Settlement for Children, the “Sfantul
Sava” Children’s Foundation from Buzau
and especially the "Federatia Filantropia”
of the Romanian Patriarchate, which
gathers under the umbrella 22 of the most
active Associations and Foundations of
the Romanian Patriarchate, works to sup-
port the Church, in its social-philanthrop-
ic work for people and their communities,
in the spirit of Christian teachings.'

But we believe that more can be
done, and the Romanian Orthodox
Church can adopt and get involved in
the field of social economy and social
enterprises, to help and material and
spiritual prosperity of all people and lo-
cal communities.

The social economy is an important
pillar in the context of the need to re-
duce social disparities between states,
regions, communities and individuals.
We all agree that economic activities
must take place in a holistic moral
framework: honesty and responsibility,
respect for human dignity, fairness, and
a vision for the full and authentic devel-
opment of individuals and communities
that goes beyond material profits.

! https://federatia-filantropia.ro/membri
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rea unui atestat, ce are o valabilitate de

5 ani de zile din momentul eliberarii.

Pentru a obtine acest atestat, entitati-

le interesate trebuie sa transmitd catre

agentia de ocupare a fortei de munca,

in a cdrei raza teritoriald isi au sediul, o

cerere pentru acordarea atestatului.

In Romania, cadrul legal care face
referire la acest tip de intreprinderi a
fost instituit prin Legea nr. 219/2015
privind economia sociala.

Initierea si dezvoltarea unei afaceri
de succes este o provocare in sine si
cu atat mai mult atunci cand este vor-
ba despre infiintarea unei intreprinderi
sociale. Intreprinderile sociale constitu-
ie unul dintre modelele de munca si de
ocupare a fortei de munca ce fac parte
din economia sociald, jucand un rol im-
portant la nivel european si national.

Intreprinderile de economie sociala
plaseazad oamenii inaintea profiturilor.
Ele abordeaza intr-un mod inovator ne-
voile sociale, economice si ecologice
ale societatii, care nu si-au gasit o rezol-
vare adecvatd prin actiunile sectorului
public si al celui privat.

In acelasi timp, intreprinderile de
economie sociald trebuie sd genereze
profit. Ele functioneaza conform prin-
cipiilor economiei de piatd, oferind bu-
nuri $i servicii si urmdrind satisfactia
clientilor.

Diferenta principald consta in faptul
ca intreprinderile de economie sociala
isi investesc profiturile in obiective so-
ciale, in loc sd genereze imbogétire in-
dividuala, prin:

e crearea de spatii pentru participare
si pentru schimburi de idei, in cadrul
unei intreprinderi de economie soci-
ala;

e promovarea cooperarii, constientiza-
rii si implicarii in cadrul comunitatii;

e dezvoltarea unor relatii mai stranse

Social economy enterprises include
first-degree cooperatives, credit unions,
associations, foundations, mutual aid
houses for employees or pensioners,
agricultural companies, but also other
categories of legal persons governed by
private law, which demonstrate and who
carry out an activity with a social role can
become social enterprises by obtaining
a certificate, which is valid for 5 years
from the moment of issuance. To obtain
this certificate, the entities concerned
must submit an application for the certif-
icate to the employment agency in whose
territorial area they are established.

In Romania, the legal framework re-
ferring to this type of enterprises was
established by Law no. 219/2015 on the
social economy.

Starting and developing a successful
business is a challenge and even more
so when it comes to setting up a social
enterprise. Social enterprises are one of
the models of work and employment
that are part of the social economy,
playing an important role at European
and national level.

Social economy enterprises put peo-
ple before profits. They address in an in-
novative way the social, economic and
environmental need of society, which
have not been adequately addressed
through public and private sector action.

At the same time, social economy
enterprises need to make a profit. They
operate according to the principles of
the market economy, offering goods
and services and pursuing customer
satisfaction.

The main difference is that social
economy enterprises invest their profits
in social goals, instead of generating in-
dividual enrichment, by:

e creating spaces for participation and
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intre locuitori, comunitatea locala si
societate In ansamblul ei, promovand
in acelasi timp raspunderea colectiva;

e contributia adusa la protectia mediu-
lui inconjurator.

Economia sociald este o modalitate
inovatoare si mai eficienta prin care se
vine In intampinarea nevoilor sociale,
in comparatie cu abordarile traditiona-
le. Ea activeaza sinergii pe multiple ni-
veluri, care cauta solutii la probleme de
interes colectiv, dar si implementarea
de actiuni specifice, destinate persoane-
lor si familiilor vulnerabile. Astfel, se
faciliteazd o abordare dincolo de per-
spectiva de asistentd sociala, se activea-
za practici de reciprocitate si, in acelasi
timp, se produce atat valoare sociala,
cat si economicd, deoarece:

e Persoanele implicate sunt mai in-
crezatoare pe mdsurd ce invatd cum
sa-si1 Inceapa propria afacere. Existd
beneficii si pentru alte persoane, care
au acces la locuri de munca de o mai
buna calitate si dezvolta un sentiment
de apartenenta.

e Comunitatile devin mai unite, deoa-
rece intreprinderile de economie soci-
ala pot stimula dezvoltarea de politici
locale incluzive si pot contribui la bi-
nele comun al comunitétii locale.

e Societatea, In ansamblul ei, benefi-
ciaza de pe urma ideilor si solutiilor
inovatoare care raspund la nevoile
acesteia si contribuie la schimbarea
modului de géndire.

In acest sens, este nevoie de partici-
parea activa a institutiilor si a comuni-
tatilor locale in initiativele de economie
sociald, pe langa colaborarea dintre di-
feritele parti interesate din sectorul pu-
blic si cel privat.

Astfel, combinarea politicilor sociale,
de dezvoltare economica si a politicilor
privind piata muncii reprezintd o inova-

exchanges of ideas, within a social
economy enterprise.

e promoting cooperation, awareness
and involvement in the community.

e developing closer relationships be-
tween residents, the local community
and society, while promoting collec-
tive responsibility.

e contribution to environmental pro-
tection. The social economy is an
innovative and more efficient way
of meeting social needs, compared
to traditional approaches. It activates
synergies on multiple levels, which
seek solutions to problems of collec-
tive interest, but also the implementa-
tion of specific actions for vulnerable
people and families.

This facilitates an approach beyond
the perspective of social assistance, ac-
tivates reciprocal practices and, at the
same time, produces both social and
economic value, because:

e The people involved are more confi-
dent as they learn how to start their
own business. There are benefits for
other people as well, who have access
to better quality jobs and develop a
sense of belonging.

e Communities become more united as
social economy enterprises can stimu-
late the development of inclusive local
policies and contribute to the common
good of the local community.

e Society benefits from innovative ide-
as and solutions that meet its needs
and contribute to changing the way
we think.

In this regard, the active participa-
tion of local institutions and commu-
nities in social economy initiatives is
needed, in addition to the collaboration
between different public and private
sector stakeholders.
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tie de proportii pentru societatea roma-
neasca si pentru institutiile din cadrul
Bisericii (parohii, manastiri, ONG-uri).

In plus, intreprinderile de economie
sociala contribuie si la remodelarea sis-
temului economic global, prin una dintre
caracteristicile lor principale: n loc de
»actionari”, ele raspund in fata unei serii
de ,parti interesate” si, desi furnizeaza
bunuri si servicii pe piete de desfacere
bine definite, nu sunt ele insele ,,pe pia-
ta”. Stim cd o mare parte din profiturile
obtinute 1n prezent de companii nu mai
rezultd din vanzarea de bunuri si servicii,
ci din fuziuni si achizitii, precum si din
alte operatiuni bursiere, mai mult sau mai
putin complexe; astfel, aceasta forma de
intreprindere este imuna la astfel de prac-
tici ,,agresive” si toxice.

Inegalitatile economice si sociale im-
pun urgent decizii care sa aiba ca scop
crearea unei noi ordini economice, eco-
logice si sociale. In aceste vremuri de
schimbari fundamentale, avem nevoie
de o doza suplimentard de curaj si de
creativitate, care sd activeze noi procese
de dezvoltare globala care, la randul lor,
sa le permita oamenilor, in special celor
din categoriile cele mai vulnerabile, sd-si
imbunatateasca situatia. Avem nevoie de
acest curaj ca sd dezvoltim o economie
care sd promoveze o lume mai buna si sa
puna accent pe calitatea vietii, astfel incat
bogatia sa fie distribuitd mai uniform.

In acest sens, este extrem de impor-
tant sa se implementeze reforme structu-
rale profunde. Pentru a reusi, este nevoie
de consolidarea diferitelor forme de so-
lidaritate, pe baza simtului comunitatii,
precum si de urmadrirea binelui comun,
pentru un viitor mai sustenabil pentru
intreaga planetd si pentru toti locuitorii
acestela. De asemenea, este nevoie de
implementarea de reforme structurale
care sa nu fie bazate numai pe munca vo-

Thus, the combination of social pol-
icies, economic development and labor
market policies is a major innovation
for Romanian society and for the in-
stitutions within the Church (parishes,
monasteries, NGOs).

In addition, social economy enter-
prises also contribute to the reshaping
of the global economic system, through
one of their main characteristics: in-
stead of “shareholders”, they are ac-
countable to several ‘stakeholders”
and, although they provide goods and
services in well-defined sales, they are
not themselves “on the market”.

We know that a large part of the
profits currently obtained by compa-
nies no longer result from the sale of
goods and services, but from mergers
and acquisitions, as well as from other
stock exchange operations, more or less
complex; thus, this form of enterprise is
immune to such “aggressive” and toxic
practices.

Economic and social inequalities ur-
gently require decisions aimed at creat-
ing a new economic, ecological and so-
cial order. In these times of fundamental
change, we need an additional dose of
courage and creativity to activate new
processes of global development that,
in turn, will enable people, especially
those in the most vulnerable categories,
to improve the situation. We need this
courage to develop an economy that
promotes a better world and emphasiz-
es quality of life so that wealth is more
evenly distributed.

In this regard, it is extremely impor-
tant to implement profound structural
reforms. To succeed, it is necessary to
strengthen the various forms of solidar-
ity, based on a sense of community, as
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luntarilor si pe interventiile privind cres-
terea nivelului de bunastare.

Pentru a implementa modificari struc-
turale profunde, nu este indeajuns sa
existe doar un angajament pentru obti-
nerea unei usoare imbunatatiri a situatiei
economice si sociale a persoanelor din
grupurile cele mai vulnerabile - econo-
mia trebuie sa sufere transformari la toate
nivelurile. Trebuie sa fie gasite si puse in
practica solutii cu impact real.

Este de datoria celor care promovea-
za intreprinderile de economie sociala
sa 1si stabileasca prioritatile cheie. Cu
toate acestea, fiabilitatea financiara ar
trebui sa fie un obiectiv intrinsec, co-
mun tuturor intreprinderilor. Activitatea
operatorilor economici din sectorul pri-
vat este mai complexa decat activitatile
obisnuite ale organizatiilor sociale, la
fel cum o agenda sociala se poate situa
in afara operatiunilor economice de zi
cu zi ale unei companii.

Intreprinderile de economie sociald
pot oferi o componenta incluziva supli-
mentard, prin dezvoltarea competente-
lor si a punctelor forte ale individului
printr-o abordare care sprijind gasirea
unei solutii la provocarile aparute, ceea
ce Inseamna ca intreprinderile de eco-
nomie sociald trebuie sd concureze cu
succes cu companiile ,,obisnuite” de pe
piata.

Prin urmare, intreprinderile de eco-
nomie sociala oferd considerabil mai
multe posibilitati, in special pentru cei
care au o disponibilitate mai mare de
a-si cauta un loc de munca si un poten-
tial ridicat de includere pe piata muncii.

Lucrand intr-un mediu care i sus-
tine sd gaseasca solutii la provocarile
aparute, aceste persoane au sansa sa-si
dezvolte noi abilitati si sa dobandeasca
mai multd incredere in propriile forte,
iar Intreprinderea, la randul sau, concu-

well as to pursue the common good, for
a more sustainable future for the entire
planet and for all its inhabitants. There
is also a need to implement structural
reforms that are not based solely on the
work of volunteers and interventions to
increase the level of well-being.

To implement profound structural
changes, it is not enough to have only
a commitment to slightly improve the
economic and social situation of peo-
ple in the most vulnerable groups - the
economy must undergo transformations
at all levels. Solutions with real impact
must be found and put into practice.

It is the duty of those who promote
social economy enterprises to set their
key priorities. However, financial reli-
ability should be an intrinsic goal com-
mon to all businesses. The activity of
economic operators in the private sec-
tor is more complex than the usual ac-
tivities of social organizations, just as a
social agenda can be outside the day-to-
day economic operations of a company.

Social economy enterprises can pro-
vide an additional inclusive component,
by developing the skills and strengths
of the individual through an approach
that supports finding a solution to the
challenges that arise, which means that
social economy enterprises must suc-
cessfully compete with “regular” com-
panies from the market.

As a result, social economy enter-
prises offer considerably more oppor-
tunities, especially for those who are
more willing to look for a job and have
a high potential for inclusion in the la-
bor market.

Working in an environment that sup-
ports them to find solutions to the chal-
lenges, these people have the chance
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reaza pe piatd aproape la fel ca restul
operatorilor economici.

Includerea pe piata fortei de munca
a persoanelor aflate in somaj

Intreprinderile de economie sociald
ofera o noua optiune suplimentara, de in-
struire si de angajare a persoanelor some-
re, putand astfel reduce decalajul dintre
programele traditionale de calificare pro-
fesionala si cerintele pietei muncii.

Locurile de munca si ucenicia in
cadrul unei intreprinderi de economie
sociald pot fi considerate o etapd inter-
mediara pentru persoanele care au fina-
lizat cu succes programele traditionale
de calificare profesionald, dar care inca
isi gasesc cu dificultate un loc pe piata
muncii.

Intreprinderile sociale le oferd aces-
tor persoane posibilitatea de a dobandi
experientd practica la locul de munca,
intr-un mediu foarte asemanator cu cel
de pe piata ,,obisnuita” a muncii $i, in
consecinta, de a avea sanse mai bune de
a gasi un loc de munca mai bun.

Promovarea dialogului, oferirea
de sprijin suplimentar si crearea unor
noi aliante

Schimbarile curente din societatea
noastra determind Biserica sd joace un
rol mai important, sd opteze pentru o
abordare colaborativa si sa creeze alian-
te cu diferite parti interesate din sectorul
public si din cel privat. Intreprinderile de
economie sociald pot oferi noi posibili-
tati de dialog si de cooperare cu alti ope-
ratori economici, cu comunitatile locale
si cu beneficiarii insisi.

Aceste aliante redau increderea bene-
ficiarilor si a comunitdtilor locale, care
devin co-creatori si factori de schim-
bare, Tmbogatind resursele disponibile
prin oferirea unui numar tot mai mare de
oportunitati sociale si economice persoa-
nelor in nevoie.

to develop new skills and gain more
confidence in their own strengths, and
the company, in turn, competes in the
market almost like the rest economic
operators.

Inclusion of the unemployed in the
labor market

Social economy enterprises offer a
new additional option for training and
employment of the unemployed, thus
reducing the gap between traditional
vocational training programs and labor
market requirements.

Jobs and apprenticeships in a social
economy enterprise can be seen as an
intermediate stage for people who have
successfully completed traditional vo-
cational training programs, but who are
still struggling to find a place in the la-
bor market.

Social enterprises offer these people
the opportunity to gain practical expe-
rience in the workplace, in an environ-
ment very similar to that of the “ordi-
nary” labor market and, consequently,
to have a better chance of finding a job.
better work.

Promoting dialogue, providing ad-
ditional support, and creating new al-
liances

The current changes in our society
determine the Church to play a more
important role for a collaborative ap-
proach and to create alliances with dif-
ferent stakeholders in the public and
private sectors. Social economy enter-
prises can offer new opportunities for
dialogue and cooperation with other
economic operators, local communities
and the beneficiaries themselves.

These alliances restore the trust of
beneficiaries and local communities,
who become co-creators and factors of
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Oferirea de modele pentru alfi ope-
ratori economici si ONG-uri

Oferind modele de succes, care com-
bind impactul social major cu sustena-
bilitatea financiara, intreprinderile de
economie sociald pot fi considerate des-
chizatoare de drumuri cédtre un nou mod
de a face afaceri, centrat pe bunistarea
fiecarei persoane.

Ele reprezinta modele de buna practi-
cd, cu potential de a inspira mari corpo-
ratii, dar si societdti nou-infiintate si an-
treprenori, sd pund bazele propriilor lor
intreprinderi de economie sociala sau sa
dezvolte companiile existente, astfel n-
cat activitatea acestora sa fie centrata pe
bunastarea individului.

Credibilitate suplimentara pentru
campaniile de sensibilizare

Administrarea de catre Bisericd a
propriilor sale intreprinderi de econo-
mie sociald poate contribui si la cresterea
pentru o economie centratd mai mult pe
bunastarea persoanei.

Prin faptul ca se poate implica direct,
Biserica poate intelege mai bine dificul-
tatile de ordin practic din cadrul adminis-
trarii unei Intreprinderi de economie so-
ciala si poate avea mai multa credibilitate
in dezbaterile publice in care se sustine
necesitatea unei economii sociale.

Autonomie crescutd

Majoritatea serviciilor si proiectelor
sociale existente sunt finantate, cel putin
partial, din surse publice sau prin spon-
sorizari private (de exemplu, fundatiile).

Avand in vedere acest lucru, intre-
prinderile de economie sociald dispun
adesea de autonomie limitatd in elabo-
rarea proiectelor. Institutiile de finantare
influenteaza de multe ori elaborarea si
desfasurarea proiectelor sociale, prin sta-
bilirea de indicatori de evaluare si orien-
tari specifice.

change, enriching the available resourc-
es by providing an increasing number
of social and economic opportunities to
people in need.

Providing models for other eco-
nomic operators and NGOs

By offering successful models that
combine major social impact with finan-
cial sustainability, social economy enter-
prises can be seen as paving the way for
anew way of doing business, focused on
the well-being of each person.

They are models of good practice,
with the potential to inspire large cor-
porations, but also start-ups and en-
trepreneurs, to set up their own social
economy enterprises or to develop ex-
isting companies, so that their activity
is focused on the well-being of the in-
dividual.

Additional credibility for awareness
campaigns

The Church’s administration of its
own social economy enterprises can
also help increase the credibility of
awareness campaigns for an economy
that is more focused on the well-being
of the person.

By being directly involved, the
Church can better understand the prac-
tical difficulties of running a social
economy enterprise and can have more
credibility in public debates that sup-
port the need for a social economy.

Increased autonomy

Most existing social services and
projects are funded, at least in part,
from public sources or private sponsor-
ships (foundations).

In view of this, social economy en-
terprises often have limited autonomy
in drawing up projects. Financing insti-
tutions often influence the elaboration
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Acest lucru nu este valabil in cazul
fondurilor care sunt obtinute din vanza-
rea de bunuri sau servicii pe piata.

Din acest punct de vedere, o intreprin-
dere de economie sociald poate oferi au-
tonomie mai ridicatd in ceea ce priveste
elaborarea si implementarea unui proiect.

Surse suplimentare de finantare

Derularea unui proiect social sub
forma unei intreprinderi sociale oferda
zarea de bunuri sau servicii pe piata,
intreprinderile sociale obtin venituri
suplimentare care pot fi considerate fie
ca o alternativa, fie ca o completare la
resursele de finantare mai traditionale -
subventiile, fondurile publice, sponso-
rizdrile sau donatiile.

Aceastd activitate oferd o sursd de
finantare suplimentara si ajuta la redu-
cerea dependentelor existente. Cu toate
acestea, trebuie sa subliniem ca, In majo-
ritatea cazurilor, veniturile din vanzari nu
sunt obtinute foarte rapid si ca, la fel ca
in orice alta afacere, existd si un anumit
grad de risc. In plus, inainte ca afacerea
sa se dezvolte, ar putea fi necesare inves-

De obicei, este nevoie de timp pana
la generarea unui venit substantial din
activitati comerciale. Prin urmare, intre-
prinderile sociale oferd posibilitatea unor
resurse suplimentare de finantare, dar, in
ale, de un bun plan de afaceri, precum si
de rabdare si de disponibilitatea de asu-
mare a riscurilor.

Activitatea operatorilor economici
din sectorul privat este mai complexa de-
cat activitatile obisnuite ale organizatiilor
sociale, la fel cum o agenda sociala se
poate situa in afara operatiunilor econo-
mice de zi cu zi ale unei companii.

Este de datoria celor care promovea-
za Intreprinderile de economie sociald sa

and development of social projects, by
establishing evaluation indicators and
specific guidelines. This does not ap-
ply to funds that are obtained from the
sale of goods or services on the market.
From this point of view, a social econ-
omy enterprise can offer greater auton-
omy in designing and implementing a
project.

Additional sources of funding

Carrying out a social project in the
form of a social enterprise offers new
funding opportunities. By selling goods
or services on the market, social enter-
prises obtain additional income that can
be considered either as an alternative
or as a supplement to more tradition-
al financing resources - grants, public
funds, sponsorships or donations.

This activity provides an additional
source of funding and helps reduce ex-
isting dependencies. However, we must
point out that, in most cases, sales rev-
enue is not obtained very quickly and
that, as in any other business, there is a
certain degree of risk. In addition, ini-
tial business may be required before the
business can grow.

It usually takes time to generate
a substantial income from business.
Therefore, social enterprises offer the
possibility of additional financing re-
sources, but for this purpose, initial
investments, a good business plan, as
well as patience and willingness to take
needed risks.

The activity of economic operators
in the private sector is more complex
than the usual activities of social organ-
izations, just as a social agenda can be
outside the day-to-day economic oper-
ations of a company.

It is the duty of those who promote
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isi stabileasca prioritatile cheie. Cu toate
acestea, fiabilitatea financiara ar trebui sa
fie un obiectiv intrinsec, comun tuturor
intreprinderilor.

CONCLUZII

Biserica are o traditie indelungata si
in Romania, modele de economie soci-
ald fiind regasite in cadrul manastirilor
ortodoxe, unde se mbinau activitatile
economice cu ajutorarea saracilor si a ce-
lor bolnavi inca din sec. XVII in Tarile
Romaéne si in Transilvania din sec. XIX.

Dar consideram ca se poate face mai
mult, ca Biserica poate adopta si se poate
implica si in domeniul economiei sociale
si al intreprinderilor sociale, spre ajutora-
rea si prosperitatea materiald si spirituala
a tuturor persoanelor si comunitatilor lo-
cale.

Economia sociala reprezinta un pilon
important in contextul necesitatii reduce-
rii disparitatilor sociale dintre state, regi-
uni, comunitati i persoane.

Combinarea politicilor sociale, de
dezvoltare economica si a politicilor pri-
vind piata muncii reprezinta o inovatie de
proportii pentru societatea romaneasca si
pentru institutiile din cadrul Bisericii (pa-
rohii, manastiri, ONG-uri).

Intreprinderile de economie sociala
contribuie si la remodelarea sistemului
economic global, prin punerea accentu-
lui pe fiecare persoana in parte si nu pe
profit, prin includerea pe piata fortei de
munca a persoanelor aflate in somaj, pro-
movarea dialogului, oferirea de sprijin
suplimentar si crearea unor noi aliante,
oferirea de modele pentru alti operatori
economici st ONG-uri.

social economy enterprises to set their
key priorities. However, financial reli-
ability should be an intrinsic goal com-
mon to all businesses.

CONCLUSIONS

The Church has a long tradition in
Romania, models of social economy
being found in Orthodox monasteries,
where economic activities were com-
bined with the help of the poor and sick
since the 17th century in the Romanian
historical regions and in Transylvania
from the 19th century.

But we believe that more can be
done, that the Church can adopt and get
involved in the field of the social econ-
omy and social enterprises, to help and
material and spiritual prosperity of all
local people and communities.

The social economy is an important
pillar in the context of the need to re-
duce social disparities between states,
regions, communities and individuals.

The combination of social policies,
economic development and labor mar-
ket policies is a major innovation for
Romanian society and for the institu-
tions within the Church (parishes, mon-
asteries, NGOs).

Social economy enterprises also
contribute to reshaping the global eco-
nomic system, by focusing on the indi-
vidual and not on profit, by including
the unemployed on the labor market,
promoting dialogue, providing addi-
tional support and creating new allianc-
es, providing models for other econom-
ic operators and NGOs.





